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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1969 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Norham  &  Islandshires  Rural  District  Council 

Vital  Statistics  The  number  of  births  and  deaths,  and  the  respective  rates, 
as  shown  in  the  returns  of  the  General  Register  Office  (and  included  in 
previous  annual  reports)  have  always  been  very  low  and  well  below  the  national 
figure.  This  has  been  partly  because  no  statistics  are  transferred  between 
England  and  Scotland  -  any  Norham  and  Islandshire  births  or  deaths  which  occur 
in  Berwickshire  remain  credited  to  that  county  and  this  creates  a  distortion. 

In  1969  there  were  6  District  births  in  Berwickshire  and  8  deaths.  In  1968  the 
figure  for  births  had  been  considerably  higher. 

The  amended  adjusted  rates  are;  births  14.0  per  thousand  population  and 
deaths  18.2  per  thousand.  These  compare  with  rates  for  England  and  Wales  of 
16 1>3  and  11.9  respectively.  This  still  indicates  a  birth  rate  below  the 
national  average. 

The  table  of  statistics  shows  the  amended  figures  first  and  those 
supplied  by  the  General  Register  Office  in  brackets. 

Immunisation  The  acceptance  rates  for  primary  immunisation  of  infants  again 
show  a  fall  for  the  area  as  a  whole  and  this  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory. 
It  is  common  that  acceptance  rates  fall  when  there  has  been  no  significant 
epidemic  infections  over  a  period.  Conversely  acceptance  of  all  forms  of 
immunisation  rises  considerably  if  there  is  an  outbreak  of  one  serious 
infectious  illness. 

It  is  surprising  that  acceptance  of  smallpox  vaccination  is  at  a  higher 
level  than  for  poliomyelitis,  diphtheria  etc.  The  converse  is  usually  this 


case . 
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Infectious  Diseases  There  were  no  occurrences  of  significance  during  the 
year.  One  case  of  food  poisoning  due  to  salmonella  typhimurium  occurred 
in  a  boy  who  lives  on  a  farm.  It  is  probable  that  infection  came  from 
livestock. 

Three  milk  supplies,  as  noted  in  the  report,  were  found  to  be 
infected  with  brucella  abortus  -  one  ceased  production  and  the  other  two 
changed  to  pasteurisation.  Comment  has  been  made  that  recent  legislation 
imposing  heavy  penalties  for  selling  known  infected  beasts  is  a  retrograde 

step  and  will  deter  producers  from  having  their  herds  voluntarily  tested. 

With,  at  present,  no  compensation  they  face  the  alternative  of  considerable 
loss  on  an  expensive  animal  or  the  risk  of  financial  penalties. 

Mussel  Poisoning  This  was  reported  in  detail  in  the  1968  report.  Mussels 
on  the  coast  were  again  affected  with  the  plankton  neurotoxin  and  warning 
notices  were  put  up.  This  appears  to  be  a  regular  occurrence  in  the  early 
summer  months  although  it  is  probable  that  the  high  levels  of  toxicity  of 
1968  were  unusual  -  maximum  levels  in  1969  and  1970  have  been  only  one 
tenth  of  those  reached  during  1968.  Routine  testing  continues  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries,  and  Food,  and  regular 
reports  are  received. 

Old  People’s  Housing  The  views  of  old  people  themselves  are  often  not  heard 
in  this  matter  and  those  expressed  at  a  recent  meeting  of  representatives  of 
0ver-60  Clubs  in  North  Northumberland  are  of  interest.  These  indicated  that 
they  would  prefer  old  people's  housing  schemes  where  they  could  have  "peace 
and  quiet";  they  would  like  two  bedrooms  (one  for  visitors)  in  early  retirement 
and  single  bedroomed  housing  in  the  later  seventies  and  eighties;  they  would 
accept  that  this  involved  two  removals  and  would  be  prepared  to  undergo  this; 
they  would  like  central  heating  but  were  worried  about  possible  increased 


cost;  and  they  would  prefer  showers  as  opposed  to  baths. 


3 


The  decision  to  build  a  housing  scheme  for  old  people  in  the  District 
is  a  welcome  one  and  will  be  very  beneficial.  It  will  probably  be  found 
that  it  will  have  an  additional  advantage  in  releasing  a  number  of  bigger 
council  houses  for  younger  and  larger  families. 


Ian  G.P.  Fraser 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 

The  area  of  the  district  was  47,011  acres. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  1410  and 
the  number  of  new  houses  completed  during 
the  year  was  4. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  3,780 
and  this  figure  was  taken  when  calculating 
the  birth  and  death  rate. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


(Amended  figures  are  shown  first  and  those  in  brackets  are  as 
returned  by  the  General  Register  Office) 


Live  Births  Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate 

19 

(18) 

19 

(14) 

38  (32) 

Illegitimate 

4 

(4) 

- 

(-) 

4  (4) 

Totals 

23 

(22) 

19 

(14) 

42  (36) 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

Crude  Birth  Rate  Multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 


11.1  (9-5) 
14.0  (12.0 
9.5  (ID 


Still  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Totals  _  _  _ 

Stillbirths  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  -  . 

Total  live  and  still  births  42  (36) 


Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Totals 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 


Deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
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Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Males  Females  Total 

Number  of  Deaths  -  - 

Deaths  38  (34)  34  (30)  72  (64) 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  19.0  (16.9) 

Crude  Death  Rate  multiplied  by  Comparability  Factor  18.2  (15*7) 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Males  Females  Total 


Other  Tuberculosis,  incl.  late  effects  1 
Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Intestine 

Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Lung,  Bronchus  4 
Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  1 
Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  14 
Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  4 
Cerebrovascular  Disease  4 
Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza  1 
Pneumonia  1 
Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Peptic  Ulcer  1 
Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Conditions 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  2 
All  Other  Accidents  1 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


1 

1 

3 

1 

8 

1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

30 


1 

1 

5 

4 

1 

22 

5 

12 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 


54- 


Measles  6 

Whooping  Cough  2 


TUBERCULOSIS 


There  was  one  notified  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  a  young 
woman.  Subsequent  information  indicated  that  this  v/as  a  rare  condition, 
aspergillosis,  caused  by  a  fungus.  Whether  or  not  there  was  a 
concomitant  tubercular  infection  is  not  known. 
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IMMUNISATION 


North  No.  1  Area 


Disease 

Primary  Immunisations 

Reinforcing  Doses 

Under  4 

4-15 

Total 

Under  4 

4-15 

Total 

Diphtheria 

155 

5 

160 

124 

300 

424 

Whooping  Cough 

154 

5 

159 

66 

?3 

139 

Tetanus 

155 

10 

165 

124 

323 

447 

Polio 

145 

10 

155 

138 

297 

435 

Measles 

l 

_ 

180 

_ 

147 

_ 

327 

_ 

- 

Primary  Vaccination 

Revaccination 

Under  5 

5-15  (Total 

Under  5  i  5-15 

Total 

Smallpox 

213 

7  |  220 

-  1- 

1 

There  were  313  live  births  in  the  area  during  1969  and  the  number 
of  primary  immunisations  of  infants  under  4  years  of  age  (smallpox  - 
under  5  years)  have  been  expressed  as  percentages  of  this  figure. 


Diphtheria 

50^ 

Whooping  Cough  - 

5<$ 

Tetanus 

50P/o 

Polio 

46>j 

Smallpox 

68% 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against 

Tuberculosis 

Berwick  Borough 

91 

Belford  R.D. 

61 

Glendale  R.D. 

56 

Norham  &  Islandshires  R.D. 

— 

20$ 


Total 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


1969 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Norham  &  Islandshires  Rural  District 

Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  summarises  work  carried  out  by  my  department 
during  the  year  under  review;  it  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  Circular  No.  1/70. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  thanks  to  Members  of  the 
Council  and  colleagues  for  assistance  and  co-operation  given  during  the 
year  and  to  members  of  the  Newcastle  &  Gateshead  Later  Company  for 
supplying  information  included  in  this  report. 


D.S .  HALLEY 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  quality  of  water  supplied  to  the  District  by  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Company  continued  to  be  satisfactory  as  is  shown  by  the 
information  in  the  following  table  furnished  by  the  Company’s  Chief  Chemist. 
Bacteriological  Examination  Results 

No.  of 


Source 

Samples 

Excellent 

Satisfactory 

Suspicious  Unsatis' 
factory 

Berwick  Bulk  Supply 

12 

10 

2* 

- 

Middleton  Hall  F.P. 

15 

15 

- 

- 

Holy  Island  Borehole 

12 

12 

- 

- 

Kyloe  Borehole 

12 

9 

3* 

- 

Private  Borehole 
(Ancroft) 

15 

12 

1* 

*  Check  samples  taken  and  found  to  be  of  "excellent"  quality. 

Seven  chemical  analyses  were  carried  out  and  found  to  be  satisfactory 

and  gave  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvency. 

Naturally  occurring  fluorides  were  present  as  follows 

Berwick  Bulks  Supply  (3  sources)  less  than  0.1  milligrams  per  litre. 
Middleton  Hall  less  than  0.1  "  "  " 

Kyloe  Borehole  less  than  0.1  "  "  " 

Private  Borehole  (Ancroft)  less  than  0.2  "  "  " 

Holy  Island  Borehole  less  than  0.3  M  M  " 

The  only  water  to  cause  concern  bacteriologically  was  that  of  the 
private  supply  at  Duddo  serving  sixteen  houses.  Several  unsatisfactory 
results  were  obtained  and  the  problem  had  not  been  resolved  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

A  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  during  the  summer  months  in  the 
Fenham  area  but  a  scheme  to  obviate  a  recurrence  of  this  was  put  in  hand. 
Table  showing  supply  of  water  from  public  mains  to  domestic  premises 


Parish 

No.  of 

Direct 

Houses 

to  house 
Estimated 
Population 

No.  of 

By  Standpipe 
Houses  Population 

Ancroft 

204 

518 

«• 

mm 

Cornhill 

110 

279 

- 

- 

Duddo 

6 

15 

- 

- 

Holy  Island 

116 

294 

2 

2 

Horncliffe 

118 

300 

- 

- 

Kyloe 

89 

226 

- 

- 

Norham 

226 

577 

- 

- 

Ord 

117 

297 

- 

- 

Shoreswood 

SEWERAGE/ 

47 

119 
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SEWERAGE 

Six  samples  of  effluent  were  taken  from  the  three  sewage  disposal 
works  and  four  of  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The  situation  should 
be  improved  at  East  Ord  where  it  is  proposed  to  link  up  with  the  sewage 
works  to  be  provided  by  Berwick  upon  Tweed  Municipal  Borough,  and  at  Fenwick 
where  a  filter  is  proposed  to  augment  the  existing  septic  tank. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

No  major  infestations  were  found  but  twenty  complaints  were  received 
and  treatments  carried  out.  Test  baiting  of  ten  sewers  was  done  and  four 
sewer  treatments  undertaken. 

The  following  summary  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries  and 
Food  report  gives  more  details  of  infestations. 


Properties  other  than  Sewers 

Tvoe  of  Pron^rtv 

non-Agricui.  mural 

1  Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in 
district 

1,842 

I 

I 

140 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  prop¬ 
erties  (including  nearby 
premises)  inspected  foll¬ 
owing  notification 

15 

18 

(b)  Total  number  of  prop- 

erties  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

3 

16 

(ii)  Mice 

3 

- 

3*  (a)  Total  number  of  prop¬ 
erties  inspected  for  rats 
and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification 

25 

! 

10 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

| 

1 

1 

FACTORIES  ACT  I96I 

Five  inspections  were  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  of  the  19 
registered  factory  premises  in  the  area. 


HOUSING/ 
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HOUSING 

A  survey  of  low  rated  occupied  houses  wao  completed 
two  houses  were  improved  with  grant  and  approaches  mad-"- 


and.  as 
to  founts 


a  result 
an  other 


1 


owners  encouraging  i»udernisat.i.on .  Many  of  the  sixty- six  houses  surveyed  had 
already  been  provided  with  bathrooms,  and  in  face  the  small  number  of 


unsatisfactory  houses  found  was  very  encouraging. 
Number  of  new  houses  completed  during  1969*" 

(a)  By  the  district  Council  2 

(b)  By  private  persons  2 

STATIcrj.CS  BOR  1969 


Total 

number  of  inhabited  houses  in  district 

1,410 

Total 

number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority 

35? 

CLOS 

ING  AND 

DEMOLITION 

1. 

Houses 

demolished  in  Clearance  1  re as 

Nil 

2. 

Houses 

demolished  not  in  Clearance  areas 

Nil 

3. 

Houses 

closed  not  demolished 

Nil 

4. 

Other 

houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings 

Nil 

REPAIRS 

Houses 

made  fit  by  informal  action 

3 

CLEARAi'IC  s.  PROGRAMME 

Number  of  unfit  houses  in  Clearance  Programme 

remaining  to  be  dealt  with  at  end  of  year  (estimate)  14 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT.  1936 

Number  of  privy  closets  in  District  Council 

area  at  the  end  of  year  l4 

Two  notices  were  served  under  section  47  recurring  the 
conversion  of  chemical  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system,  .it  the 
end  of  the  year  work  had  commenced  in  one  case  but  in  the  other 
difficulty  was  being  experienced  in  gaining  access  to  carry  out  the 
work  required. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 
( 1 )  Pis  c  ret  .Lon  ary 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  during  year  19 

(b)  Applications  rejected 

(c)  Applications  approved  19 

(d)  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house  Pre-1969  Act  £394 

1969  Act  £742 

(e)  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  since  inception 

of  scheme  325 
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2.  Standard 

-  During  the  Total  to 

_  year  date 

(a)  Number  of  separate  houses  for  which  grants 

have  been  made  , 

3  2? 

CARAVAN  SITES  aND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  I960 

To  the  two  caravan  sites  in  the  district  eleven  inspections  were  made 
and  conditions  generally  found  satisfactory.  One  informal  notice  was  sent 
regarding  breaches  of  licence  conditions. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1Q55 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  visits  to  inspect  meat  were  made  to  the 
one  licensed  slaughterhouse  and  a  further  three  inspections  with  the 
Ministry  District  Veterinary  Inspector  were  made  under  the  Cruelty  and 

Hygiene  Regulations.  Conditions  were  again  satisfactory.  The  following 
animals  were  inspected. 

Bullocks/Heifers  Sheep 

116  274 


Slaughtermen  licensed  during  year 
MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD  STUFFS  CONDEMNED 

Ox  livers 
Sheep  livers 

Part  hindquarters  of  Beef 
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331  lbs. 

9  lbs. 

69  lbs. 

409  lbs. 


MILK  SUPPLIES  -  Brucella  Abortus 

1*  Number  of  samples  of  raw  milk  examined  22 

2.  Number  of  positive  samples  found  after  culture  3 

In  all  three  cases  the  supply  of  milk  untreated  was  stopped  and  in 
fact  one  farm  subsequently  ceased  milk  production  entirely.  The  two 
remaining  farms  now  send  their  milk  for  pasteurisation. 

One  sample  of  untreated  milk  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  I960. 

Under  the  provisions  of  these  Regulations,  ten  inspections  were  made 
and  five  informal  notices  served.  Standards  maintained  were  generally  good. 
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The  table  below  shows  premises  subject  to  the  Regulations  grouped  in 
trade  categories  and  the  position  regarding  hand  washing  facilities  and 
facilities  for  washing  iood  equipment. 


Trade  Group 

No .  of 
Premises 

Premises 
Complying 
with  Reg. 16 

No.  of 
Premises  to 
which  Reg. 

19  Applies 

No.  of 
Premises 
complying 
with  Reg. 19 

Bakeries 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bakers  shops 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Butchers  shops 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cafe/ retaurants 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Grocers  shops 

10 

10 

2 

2 

Hotels/Guest  Houses 

17 

17 

17 

17 

Hostel 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Mead  factory 

Public  Houses/ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

licensed  premises 

8 

8 

8 

8 

School  kitchens 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

56 

56 

48 

48 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKET  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY  VEHICLES)  REGULATIONS  1966 


On  eight  occasions  food  delivery  vehicles  were  inspected  and 
contraventions  found  in  four  cases.  Informal  notices  were  served  in  each 
instance . 

ICE  CREAM 

As  a  check  on  the  cleanliness  being  observed  in  the  manufacture  of 
ice-cream  l8  samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination.  All  samples  were  classified  as  Grade  I. 

OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

REGISTRATION,  GENERAL  INSPECTION  AND  PERSONS  EMPLOYED 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of  Registered 
premises  receiving 
a  general  inspec¬ 
tion  during  year 

Pers¬ 

ons 

Emplo¬ 

yed. 

Offices 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Retail  shops 

- 

5 

- 

18 

Wholesale  shops , 
warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public ,  canteens 

9 

1 

i 

57. 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

16 

2 

79 

TOTAL  MALES 

TOTAL  FEMALES 

30 

47 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises  20 
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PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS  1928  &  1936 

Forty- two  Petroleum  licences  were  issued  and  one  tank  tested.  A  total 
of  thirty-two  inspections  were  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and 
seven  informal  notices  served. 

gUMMARY  OF  NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS . M/DE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  g 

Caravan  Sites  -q 

Complaints  and  nuisances 

Disinfection  and  disinfestation  j^2 

Factories  c 

5 

Fire  -  Means  of  escape  ^g 

Food  Premises  -  Hygiene  20 

Houses  ^2 

Ice-Cream  Premises  2 

Market  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles  8 

Milk  Sampling  27 

Notifiable  Diseases  2 

Rodent  Control  gg 

Offices  and  Shops  20 

Sewage  Disposal  ^ 

Slaughterhouse  -  Meat  Inspection  etc.  229 

Storage  of  Petroleum  ^2 

Water  Supplies  21 


• 

• 


•  .  ■  '  ■  '  ...  • 


' 


■ 


